
Dear friends,

This year we are sending you our best Christmas wishes directly from New Zealand. We 
hope all of you are enjoying a wonderful, peaceful and relaxing holiday  me with your 
loved ones! 

Although we are traveling, we haven’t forgo  en that this  me of the year is actually 
o  en the total opposite of “relaxed”. In reality, people are some  mes rushed, the streets 
and the malls are crowded and everyone seems quite stressed. Therefore, we are send-
ing you some “Kiwi-Tranquility” today and very much hope that you will be able to spend 
some joyful as well as cozy moments with your family and friends. 

During the last couple of weeks we realized that New Zealanders go about Christmas 
very diff erently… apparently, much calmer, slower and extremely easy-going. In fact, we 
expected to run into the usual x-mas parades, the lights and decora  ons, which we know 
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so well from Australia and especially the US. A  er all, New Zealand 
is predominately Chris  an. However, on our over 4000km long 
journey (= 2500 miles) through the country, we neither heard 
“Last Christmas” in the radios, nor did we discover any decorated 
homes.  Well, on the other side of the world it’s the beginning of summer. We 
have the feeling that the people in Oceania are in general somewhat less hec  c, less 
under pressure and quite chilled-out. So it’s a very diff erent culture and mentality 
compared to what we experienced growing up in Germany or living in Connec  cut.

And then the two of us – in the midst of all these chilled-out people – are ge   ng more 
and more excited (and probably typical German:-)), because we s  ll don’t have a clue 
where we will celebrate our own li  le Christmas and the start in the new year… at least 
we know that we will be somewhere in Southeast Asia! 

Despite our current cluelessness, we are looking back on 5 wonderful weeks in New 
Zealand. We don’t want to miss a single day driving around in our cute campervan and 
exploring the fantas  c nature around us! (BTW: On our photos page we uploaded more 
pictures from the South island).  And of course we are looking forward to have many 
more and very diff erent challenges once we start discovering Southeast Asia. 

Finally, and although we con  nuously have all these adventures, we are o  en thinking 
about the future, about our family, our home and our many great friends all around the 
world. We miss you! And wherever you are, we are sending you many warm hugs and 
much love.  Please stay healthy and be safe! 

All the best and Merry Christmas,
Robert & Brigi  e

http://rbontour.wordpress.com/photos/

